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SUPER BOWL XLIII
SAMPLE NEWS RELEASE

Note: before filling in the names of the Organization and Organization spokesperson, you MUST contact them to obtain their permission to use their names in this press release, and you must get their approval for the language of their quotations, and any changes or additions they may require. Only after this is done should you send out the press release.
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: [Date]

CONTACT: [Name, Phone Number, Email] 
Believe In Responsibility
Super Bowl XLIII Fans Rewarded for Responsible Decision to Always Have a Designated Driver
[City, St.] -- [Local Leader/Organization] announced today they are joining forces with the National Football League (NFL) and the Techniques for Effective Alcohol Management Coalition (TEAM) to remind football fans that if you’re celebrating with alcohol, make the right decision before kickoff and always have a designated driver. 

 “We’re reminding everyone this weekend that real Super Bowl Fans Don’t Let Fans Drive Drunk,” said [Local Leader]. “If your game plan includes celebrating with alcohol – whether at the sports bar or house party - make sure you have a designated driver in your line-up. And we are asking all party hosts and bar owners to take extra good care of designated drivers this year. Designated drivers make sure everyone gets home safely. For taking on such an important responsibility, they should be rewarded.”  

This local message is part of the NFL and TEAM Coalition’s aggressive promotion of the Designated-Driver programs at NFL stadiums since 2003 with a league-wide campaign called Responsibility Has Its Rewards. The campaign encourages fans to participate in Designated-Driver programs supported by beer and concessionaire companies at every NFL stadium nationwide.  Throughout the 2008 season at all 31 NFL stadiums, fans who made the responsible decision by pledging to be designated drivers have a chance to earn the ultimate reward – a trip to Super Bowl XLIII in Tampa, FL at Raymond James Stadium.
During the 2008 NFL season, more than XX0,000 NFL fans pledged to be designated drivers, the highest ever total for an NFL season. The Responsibility Has Its Rewards Super Bowl XLIII winners will be the Designated Drivers for the Season of the AFC Champion and NFC Champion teams.  And a third Designated Driver for the Season will attend the 2009 Pro Bowl in Hawaii. 
Fortunately, football fans join millions of other Americans in doing “the ride thing.” According to the 2007 Designated Driver poll conducted by Nielsen Media Research, 154 million Americans have been a designated driver or have been driven home by one. 

“We want everyone to make the right decision for Super Bowl, said,” said [Local Leader]. “Having a designated driver should be an obvious call in everyone’s play book. Making sure designated drivers know how much we appreciate their responsible decision is what will make this year’s celebration extra special – and extra safe.”
-MORE-

If you are hosting a Super Bowl party:

· Make sure all of your guests designate their sober drivers before kick-off, or help arrange ride-sharing with other sober drivers

· Find unique ways to recognize the designated drivers at your party

· Give them a great spot to watch the game

· Whatever non-alcoholic beverage they are drinking, make sure their glass is always full

· Let them have the first pass at the buffet table

· Make sure their car is easy to access so they are ready when it is time to start driving people home 
· Serve plenty of food – and include soft drinks, juice, and water
· Stop serving alcohol at the end of the third quarter of the game (just like NFL stadiums) and begin serving coffee and dessert.

· Program the numbers for local cab companies into your phone so they are just one touch away 
· Take the keys away from anyone who is thinking of driving while impaired
· Only serve alcohol to guests over 21 years of age.
If you are attending a Super Bowl party or watching at a sports bar or restaurant:

· Designate your sober driver before the party begins

· Give your designated driver your car keys and your appreciation for making sure you get home safely

· Find unique ways to recognize the designated drivers when you are out a bar or restaurant

· Offer to be the designated driver the next time you go out
· Cover the cost for parking or even pay for a tank of gas

· Whatever non-alcoholic beverage they are drinking, make sure their glass is always full

· Pick up the tab for their food and drink

· Before you go out, program the numbers for local cab companies in your cell phone so if you find yourself in need of a ride, it is just one touch away

· Insert local Sober Rides specifics here
· Avoid drinking too much alcohol too fast. Pace yourself—eat enough food, take breaks and alternate with non-alcoholic drinks.

· Never let a friend leave your sight if you think they are about to drive while impaired. Remember, Fans Don’t Let Fans Drive Drunk.
· Always buckle up – it’s your best defense against impaired drivers. 

TEAM Coalition is an alliance of professional and collegiate sports, entertainment facilities, concessionaries, stadium service partners, the beer industry, broadcasters, traffic safety experts and others working to promote responsible drinking and positive fan behavior at sports and entertainment facilities. 

For more information, please visit www.TeamCoalition.org or www.StopImpairedDriving.org.
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